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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application: 

1-15, (Cancelled) 

1 6. (Currently Amended) A method for the qua l it a t i v e and quant i tativ e 
determination of the mu l t i m e rs multimers of multimer-forming therap e utic proteins by gel 
electrophoresis, 

wherein a sample containing von Willebrand factor or fibrinogen is fractionated 
by submarine electrophoresis using a continuous, homogeneous agarose gel free of 
lumps, [[and]] 

wherein th e mu l tim e r multimer bands are visualized immunoch e m i ca ll y by 
immunostaininq after a Westem blot analysis by an immunochemical m e thod chos e n 
frem using a specific antibody-enzyme conjugate on [[the]] a blotting membrane and a 
suitabl e or are visualized bv a dye in the geL 

and optionally, wherein stained bands on the blotting membrane or the gel are 
quantified . 

17. (Currently Amended) The method as claimed in claim 16, wherein the 
su i tab le dye is a blue stain. 



Application No.: 10/682,199 
Attorney Docket No.: 06478.1495-00 

18. (Currently Amended) The method as claimed in claim 16, wherein the 
multimer-forming th e rap e utic protein is fibrinogen. 

19. (Currently Amended) The method as claimed in claim 16, wherein the 
multimer-forming thorapeutic protein is von Willebrand factor. 

20. (Currently Amended) The method as claimed in claim 18, wherein an- 
agaros e g el with the agarose gel comprises an agarose concentration of from 1 .6% to 
3% by weigh t is omployed for s e parat i ng th e f i brinog e n mu l tim e r s. 

21 . (Currently Amended) The method as claimed in claim 20, wherein afh 
agaros e g e l with the agarose gel comprises an agarose concentration of from 1 .8% to 
2.4% by weigh t is employed for ooparoting the fibrinogon multimors . 

22. (Currently Amended) The method as claimed in claim 19, wherein aft- 
agaros e gel with the agarose gel comprises an agarose concentration of from 0.7% to 
1 .8% by weigh t is e mployed for s e parating the von Will e brand factor multimors . 

23. (Currently Amended) The method as claimed in claim 22, wherein aft- 
agarose g el w i th the agarose gel [[has]] comprises an agarose concentration of from 
0.8% to 1.2% by weigh t i s e mployed for s eparating the von W i llebrand factor mu l timers . 
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24. (Previously Presented) The method as claimed in claim 16. wherein the gel 
electrophoresis is carried out at temperatures between 6° C and 14** C. 

25. (Previously Presented) The method as claimed in claim 24. wherein the gel 
electrophoresis is carried out at temperatures between 8° C and 1 2*" C. 

26. (Previously Presented) The method as claimed in claim 16, wherein an 
immunostain is employed for staining the multimer bands on the blotting membrane. 

27. (Previously Presented) The method as claimed in claim 17, wherein 
Coomassie blue dye is employed for blue staining of the multimer bands in the gel. 

28. (Currently Amended) The method as claimed in claim 17, wherein [[aft]] the 
agarose gel [[en-a]] is attached to a backing shee t is e mployed for the blu e staining in 
the g o l . 

29. (Currently Amended) The method as claimed in claim 16, wherein the 
agarose gel employed for immunostaining on tho blotting m e mbrane the Western blot 
analysis Is chosen from an agarose gel without a backing sheet [[ef]] and an agarose 
gel w i th the with a backing sheet removed before the blotting process. 

30. (Currently Amended) The method as claimed in claim 16, wherein the 
multimer bands are quantified by densitometry. 
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• 31 . (Currently Amended) The method as claimed in claim 30, wherein the 
multimer bands are quantified after blue staining of the gel. 

32. (Currently Amended) The method as claimed in claim 30, wherein the 
multimer bands are quantified after immunostaining of the blotting membrane, 

33. (Previously Presented) The method as claimed in claim 28, wherein the gel 
is preserved by lamination after the staining. 

34. (Previously Presented) The method as claimed in claim 29. wherein the 
blotting membrane is preserved by lamination after the immunostaining. 

35. (New) The method as claimed in claim 16, wherein the multimer bands are 
visualized by a dye in the gel and wherein the gel is fixed and dried prior to the staining. 
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